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Sanjay Garg:

A Vision For Community

Involvement Through Shiksha Daan

By CHeryL A. D’MELLO

or many immigrants, co-

ming to the U.S., enrol-

ling in higher education,

carving out a successful
career and securing their fa-
mily’s future, becomes their
goal. For some however, it does
not stop there. They focus their
sights on something more, and
often this translates into vo-
lunteering to help serve their
adopted country. One such per-
son is Dr. Sanjay Garg.

1 An Aerospace Engineer wor-
king at NASA Glenn Research
Center, Dr. Garg leads a group
of engineers developing advan-
ced technology for aerospace
propulsion systems in support
of NASA missions in Aeronau-
tics Research and Space Ex-
ploration. On the side, he has
spearheaded Shiksha Daan, an
initiative of FICA that seeks to
involve the local Asian - Indi-
an American community in the
education and development
of the under-privileged youth
in the Greater Cleveland area.
Shiksha Daan means the gift of
education. The initiative hopes
to improve the graduation rates
of low income students in Ohio.

Dr. Garg grew up in a small
industrial town, Modinagar, in
the state of Uttar Pradesh. In
Sept. 1980, after obtaining his
Bachelor of Technology Degree
in Aeronautical Engineering
from the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) in Kanpur, In-
dia he joined the University of
Minnesota where he received a
Master of Science Degree in Ae-
rospace Engineering. In 1988 he
received his Ph.D. in Aeronau-
tics and Astronautics from Pur-
due University.

Dr. Garg and his wife Ma-
lavika live in Westlake. Ma-
lavika, a former senior part-
ner with Ernst and Young in
charge of their Global Shared
Services operations, has reti-
red and stays busy with va-
rious non-profit organizations.
Back in 2007, Dr. Garg began
volunteering as a tutor for a
charter school (now part of
Breakthrough Schools). Once
his two children —~Aseem and
Aditi, left for college, he incre-

ased his volunteering. He was
a tutor, a mentor for 8th grade
students and as a business plan
coach and judge for the E-Ci-
ty program which provides
entrepreneurship training to
high school students through
Youth Opportunities Unlimited
(Y.O.U.) of which he is a current
board member.

Early in 2013, while having
dinner with friends Drs. Meera
and Sunil Kansal, a discussi-
on arose about the benefits of
getting the local Asian-Indian
American community more in-
volved with the education and
development of local area un-
derprivileged youth. The idea
of starting Shiksha Daan was
born. After further discussions,
a proposal was put forward
to the FICA leadership to start
Shiksha Daan.

“The FICA Board of Trustees
approved our proposal and in
July 2013, we kicked off Shiks-
ha Daan with an open house
for the Indian community,” said
Dr. Garg. The initial Commit-
tee consisted of Sanjay Garg
(Chair), Gita Gidwani, Vijay
Julka, Meera Kansal, Vinod Na-
gpal, Swati Sathe, Ramesh Shah
(Treasurer) and Sahithya Win-
trich (Secretary).

“We reach out to the Indi-
an community through direct
e-mails and through Lotus
articles to raise awareness of
our activities and solicit volun-
teers,” said Dr. Garg. Currently
about 30 volunteers support the
following activities:

* Tutoring Nepalese /Bhutane-
se refugee children - 2:30 - 4:30
p.m. on Sundays in Cleveland
Heights during the school year.

* Tutoring a refugee student
for two hours a week at their
home through Refugee Res-
ponse in Cleveland Heights and
West Cleveland.

* Mentoring a college student
through College Now via pho-
ne and e-mail and in-person
meetings. College Now provi-
des training and needed sup-
port.

* Mentoring high school stu-
dents through Y.O.U. to de-
velop a resume and interview
skills, and assist students in the
entrepreneurship class with de-
veloping business plans.

¢ Tutoring with Breakthrough
Schools - 5th grade math on
Saturdays from 10-12 at the
Citizens Academy Mahatma
Gandhi Campus from mid Ja-
nuary to mid March.

* Tutoring high school stu-
dents through Minds Matter
- helping high performing stu-
dents from low income family
backgrounds prepare for the
ACT on Saturdays, 10:30-12:30
p.m.

With all his professional com-
mitments and philanthropy,
does Dr. Garg have any time for
hobbies?

“Yes, there are many things
I'love to do,” said Dr. Garg.
“Staying fit is important to me
— I used to play tennis and do
long distance running. Howe-
ver, a few years ago, after ha-
ving knee problems, I took up
walking and have walked four
half marathons in the last four
years. With regular exercise,
now I am slowly getting back
into tennis and golf. Malavika
and I love to travel and spend
time with family,” he added,
also admitting that he loves to
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do Sudoku and crossword puz-
zles, read mystery and thriller
novels and go scuba diving.

Besides Shiksha Daan, Dr.
Garg and Malavika also have
a small private foundation of
their own - the Swaminathan
and Garg Foundation which
funds education related activi-
ties for under-privileged youth
in the U.S. and India. The Garg
family is also very involved
with the Teach for America or-
ganization in Greater Cleve-
land. In the past, Dr. Garg has
served as the Vice President
for Community Affairs with
the Harvard Business Club of
North East Ohio.

What are his future plans for
Shiksha Daan?

“My vision for Shiksha Daan
is to continue to grow in the
Cleveland area and be an exem-
plary representation of how the
Indian community is giving
back to our adopted country,”
responded Dr. Garg. He also
wants it to serve as a beacon of
service for the next generation
of Indian heritage citizens to
teach them the value of giving
back to the community.

“I firmly believe that educa-
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tion is the key to overcoming
many of the challenges faced
by society today; I would like
to see the Indian community
get more involved in helping
the less privileged youth in the
Greater Cleveland community
succeed with education. One of
my future visions is to make the
Shiksha Daan concept national
in the U.S. and have chapters
in various cities. However, that
is something which requires a
lot more energy and time than I
have available right now — ma-
ybe something I will follow up
on when I retire from NASA!”
he concluded.

For more information and to
volunteer, please contact Sanjay
Garg, shikshadaan.fica@gmail.
com, 440-590-1261

The best way to find
yourself, is to loose
your self in the service
of others.
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Unyielding Passion on the road to College

ANANYA KALAHASTI

One of the pinnacles of my high school
experience was going to the National
Speech and Debate Association’s an-
nual national tournament in Salt Lake
City the summer after my junior year. I
was on the North Coast World Schools
Debate Team, the official term for our
Cleveland district debate team, consis-
ting of me, and 4 other boys from the
area. After a month of intensive practi-
ces, drills and rounds, we were named
the international runner ups of the USA
World Schools Debate Invitational.

Speech and Debate has by far been my
most impactful activity throughout high
school. From the family-like teammates
that I've spent my weekends with, to
the skills of presentation, argument and
research that I've developed, this activi-
ty has by far prepared me best to go out
to college next year, and has been what
I've put the most of my time into. I am
in the debate academic honors recogni-
tions, ranked highly both in the stateand
nation, was recently named Cleveland
student of the year, won 4th in the state
tournament in March, am a 2-time Tour-
nament of Champions qualifier, and will
be returning to the national tournament
again in just a few weeks. Serving the
team has been the highlight of the past
4 years, leading underclassmen and gi-
ving back to the general speech and de-

bate community here in Cleveland.

While debate may have been what
I put the most of my time into these
past years, I'm someone with diverse
interests, and I've certainly spread out
amongst all of those throughout my
high school experience. I've been pre-
sident of a student-run philanthropy
group, taught middle school math clas-
ses, and brought back our mock trial
team, leading them past 2 elimination
rounds to the state tournament this past
year. Additionally, I've had a fervent
passion for creative writing, which I've
pursued through numerous competiti-
ons and clubs.

In the long term, I've always known I
want to do somethingmedically inclin-
ed, with a global twist. In part, this was
sparked by my love of debate, but I've
also had a strong interests in science as
well.For the past 4 years, I've been wor-
king in a malaria lab at Case Western
Reserve University, and this past spring,
I had the opportunity to compete at In-
tel ISEF to showcase my work on ma-
larialtransmission. The experience cer-
tainly helped me cement my interest in
global health even more, before entering
the realm of college applications.

When I started college apps the sum-

mer before my senior year, I was caught
in a strange place. I knew what I wanted
to do -international relations and bio-
logy — but I had to find the schools that
allowed me to do both with ease. The
most helpful thing for our whole family
was college visits: putting ourselves on
campus, seeing how the students went
about their days, and familiarizing our-
selves with the entire culture that colle-
ge tends to bring.

In a way, college applications are like
rounds in speech and debate: you pre-
sent yourself, not knowing what your

competitors are putting forward, and
leave your fate to another group of peo-
ple. In away, debate and my creative
writing hobbies were the experiences
that made me best prepared for the ap-
plication process, knowing how to pre-
sent myself and how to write well outsi-
de the box. Writing essays was more fun
than most people anticipate, because I
enjoyed talking about my passions and
interests in global health.

Finally, I did end up finding the per-
fect program for me, the global health
studies program at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, where I will be starting this fall.
I intend on double majoring in public
health & international studies, taking
my pre-med classes, and after 4 years of
college, I will automatically matriculate
to Hopkins” Bloomberg Schoolof Public
Health for my masters degree. I fond-
ly look back upon the many activities I
took part in throughout my high school
years, and the effect they have had in
shaping my various interests, and I look
forward to starting my new college jour-
ney this fall.



Brown Faces, White Hoods, and Red Lines

RAGHAV SHARMA

here do we stand as third-world

transplants here in the heart
of empire? Ask Vinod Khosla, Sun
Microsystems co-founder, venture
capitalist, and pioneer of Indian
immigration to Silicon Valley. Or
ask Nikki Haley, former governor of
South Carolina now serving as Donald
Trump’s U.N. ambassador.

Ask Sureshbhai Patel, a
Gujarati grandfather visiting his infant
grandson in Alabama, left partially
paralyzed after an unwarranted police
encounter. Or ask Srinivas Kuchibhotla
and Alok Madasani, Garmin engineers
in Kansas murdered by a white
supremacist Navy veteran. The success
stories on which Indian assimilation
into American society is founded were
not enough to shield these men from
the racism upon which this country was
founded, upon which it grew and still
grows, all mountains of black bodies
and rivers of brown blood.

This is not a new accusation.
Volumes upon volumes of personal
and historical accounts demonstrate
the reality of American racism, and
will continue to do so in the decades
to come. What is sorely lacking is an
account of how Indians in America
benefit from and perpetuate this
country’s racism — most often in the
pursuit of base ambition - and how
this short-sighted attitude threatens
our safety, our communities, our
neighborhoods, and our culture.

Let it not be forgotten that
the cop who beat Patel responded to
a frightened neighbor who thought
she saw a skinny black man walking
down the street, that Kuchibhotla and
Madasani’s assassin thought Iran the
country the duo should return to. The
mindset of assimilation assumes a
rationality within racism that simply
does not exist. Our brown skin and
black hair distinguishes us to ourselves

and virtually no one else. To the racist,
we could be Mexican or Muslim or
black or Iranian or any number of other
ethnoreligious categories defined only
by one thing: their non-Whiteness, their
distance from an arbitrary standard
whose borders shift over time but are
consistently defined by a Christian
European heritage.

And yet, despite this shared
interest, Indians do more to facilitate
white supremacy with their model
minority status than they do to
challenge it. Indians are among the
wealthiest in a nation whose dominance
of the world economy depended and
still depends on African and Asian
slaves. Indians are among the highest
educated in a nation which praises
the sins and pushes the dogma of
dead white men in its classrooms,
elementary and undergraduate alike.
The hallmarks of Indian success in this
country are linked through history and
politics to the racist violence — physical
and ideological — exported by America
across the globe.

With our survival in this
system conditional upon the very same
standards — wealth and education -
which maintain white supremacy in an
economic and political order shaped
by European powers, Indians pursue
these ends out of the same justified self-
interest which motivates all the rest of
the world’s people. Indians in
America, however, have already been
subjected to a selection process during
immigration — a major life decision
most accessible to those already
wealthy and well-educated. Meanwhile,
the home country remains subject to a
global web of international institutions
which ensure a high standard of living
in developed countries while routinely
exploiting the people and governments
of the developing world.

By what right do we bask
in comfort and security while in our
homeland farmers starve and children
grow old far too soon? Our embrace
of model minority status in a system
which ravages the land and people our
identity depends on is nothing short of
betrayal.

A genuine Indian-American
politics — motivated not by materialism
and assimilation but by our heritage
— demands anti-colonialism, and an
understanding of how colonialism has
morphed over the decades: from the
redcoats of the British Empire to the
greenbacks of the American. A genuine
Indian- American politics demands
anti-racism. As relative newcomers to
a racial landscape comprising centuries
of oppression, we must reckon with
whiteness — how we benefit from it,
how it hurts us, and how we can best
help dismantle its power over black and
brown bodies.

Though the oppressive
tendencies within our community are
exclusively ours to resolve, we
must be cognizant of the ways in which
these biases merely replicate the biases
of the colonial powers in defiance of
which India became a nation. The
struggle for Indian self-determination
did not end in 1947, and as the Indian
diaspora continues to assert itself
in America and around the world,
resisting the global economic system
white supremacy built is our duty
to our country, our history, and our
culture.

This is impossible from within
the constraints of the model minority
image. What this demands is nothing
short of outright rebellion against the
values imposed on us by our culture
and on our culture by the global context
in which it exists. The world always
needs doctors and engineers, but what
it
screams for now are radicals,

Better
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revolutionaries, warriors for peace
and justice to stand against the forces
of endless suffering and boundless
greed. The world needs human beings
to redefine being human, and it is here
that we model minorities have immense
power.

It is the great historical
question of our times: what is to come
of this newfound liberation? Will last
century’s post-colonial charity cases
become this century’s vassal states,
clients to their former masters? Or will
globalization force the former masters
to their knees, at the hands of a new
world which demands reparations for
the crimes of the old? As the global
political order of the last two hundred
years crumbles all around us, will
Indians cling to the privilege denied us
for so long or will we advance the great
cause of freedom for which our not-
so-distant ancestors fought and died?
The latter road demands hardship and
sacrifice and even danger, but it is the
only road capable of bearing our values
untainted and uncompromised.

Want to write for The Lotus youth section?
Email rsharmal817 @gmail.com with
poetry, essays, reviews, or other written
work between 500 and 1000 words.

Humans are the only species desperate to slow down or speed up time. While
other animals are steeped in the immediacy of life, of experience itself, we
ourselves are embodied time machines. We simultaneously long for the simplicity
of ages past and the utopian promise of the distant future. We collectively cling to
vestigial beliefs and ceremonies while tenuously hoping against hope that the future
will be better.

But what does better actually mean? For most of us privileged few, we who don’t
need to fight daily to scrounge and survive, betterment has become an ideolo-
gical rather than a material struggle. Our parents crossed oceans in search of a
better life, and we of the millennial generations find ourselves born into excess.
Hard-fought-and-won excess, but excess nonetheless. The collateral cost of pros-
perity has been the severance of my generation from its cultural home. We have
been gifted the comforts of the first-world as birthright at the expense of our other
birthrights: our mother-tongues, oral traditions, and the meaning of mythologies
crafted over thousands of years. For us they are mere stories, relics of ancient wor-
ldviews, dustcovered lenses we look at squinty-eyed to try and find clarity in. In

one generational gap, we began to extinct our heritage.

Better, for us, must mean reconciliation. We are the pendulum swinging between
nostalgia and the estranged, “progressive”, American future. Our future in this
country is defined by a strange strain of ‘multiculturalism’. We learn the utmost
basics of world cultures but never actually find the gold beneath the dirt surface.
What matters is the breadth of our exposure, not the knowledge that comes with
understanding the thousands of years of experience encapsulated in mythological
tradition. We forget from whence we came and speak and write in gilded scripts
that inherently represent the conqueror over the conquered. Our responsibility is
to remember. We cannot cling to the splendor of our parents or the wisdom of
theirs and theirs and theirs and theirs. We have to learn how to balance, because
we are the first and only generation whose heritage depends on our ability to be
proper fulcra — Vishnu balancing the extremes of Shiva and Brahma. If our heri-
tage is lost to the convenience of the individualism of the new age, then we will
have to redefine these thousands of years of thought conveniently. Convenience is
transient in the face of heritage. It is our duty to preserve.

www.ficacleveland.org






United We Stand

Till last year, Indian diaspora in North East Ohio had two unanswered
questions. First was “Why did Katappa kill Bahubali?” and second was “When
will the Indian diaspora of North East Ohio get united?” Now that we have the
answer for the first one, it is time to find the answer for the second.

Most Indians, as one would expect, patronize the state associations - be
it, Marathi Mandal, Gujarati Samaj, Tamil Sangham or Bengali Association etc. Of
course, nothing wrong with that. Desire to be more involved with programs in
our mother tongue and to immerse our children in that culture and language is
only natural. But, then are our kids growing up as Tamil Americans or Bengali
Americans instead of Indian Americans? Are we giving our kids a flavor of India
as a nation instead of just one language/state?

Those of us who like to do garba dance in Navratri, laugh heartily at hindi

hasya kavi sammelan, enjoy Hindutani music program organized by Bengali
Association as well as Karnatic music programs at Thyagaraja music festival,
would love to have more people get this slice of India offered by North East
Ohio. And, may be that can be kicked off by attending the Republic Day event
and Independence Day event organized by Federation of India Community
Associations (FICA).
We are 25,000+ Indian diaspora in North East Ohio and we barely get 1% of that
to attend the FICA events. It is not enough. Charles de Gaul once quipped “Only
peril can bring the French together. One can’t impose unity out of the blue on a
country that has 265 different kinds of cheese.” I wonder if it will take a peril for
us to get united. Looking at the rising rate of hate crimes, that day may not be far
enough.

In spite of being one of the most educated (if not, THE most educated)
and most affluent ethnic groups in US, we neither have political capital nor are we
a group focused by corporates for customized marketing. If lack of unity is not a
reason for this then what is?

The leadership change at FICA couldn’t have come at a better time.
Ritu Mahna (President) and Sudarshan Sathe (Chair of the Board) are two of the
“most well-known” and “most community focused” individuals who have the

ability to bridge the differences and bring the entire Indian community together.
The expansion of the Board as well as executive committee is further expected to
enhance the work efficiency of FICA. There are many expectations from this FICA
leadership team and we hope they not only continue to build on the efforts of
the previous leadership but truly transform FICA and help the Indian diaspora in
North East Ohio stand united.

Let's take the first step by getting more engaged and participating more in
FICA to unite the community. In words of John Lennon,

“You may say that I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one
I hope someday you’ll join us
And the world will be as one”

DHARMINDER L. KAMPANI
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